
PENNSYLVANIA ORNITHOLOGICAL RECORDS COMMITTEE 
2469 Hammertown Road 

James Randolph 
R.R. 2 Box 412 
Summersville, PA 15864 

Dear James, 

Nnrvon, Pennsylvania 17555-9726 

8 June 1994 

Thank you for submitting a description and photographs of the grosbeak at your 
feeder on 6-7 May 1993. We regret that we cannot accept this as a record of a Black
headed Grosbeak. In the collective view of the P.O.R.C. and after extensive review, the 
bird is in fact almost certainly an aberrant Rose-breasted Grosbeak. Characters 
supporting this are the pale upper mandible, fairly well-defined streaking across the 
center of the breast and the prominent white supercilium. Black-headed Grosbeak has a 
darker upper mandible, less streaking across the breast and a narrower buff supercilium. 
The yellow breast is an aberration probably caused by a condition called Xanthochroism 
(increase in yellow pigment). 

We would strongly encourage you to submit details on any rare birds you find in 
the future. Photographs are particularly useful as a back-up to written descriptions. 

Record # 788-01-1993 

Sincerely, 

Ed Kwater 
Chairman 
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(PLEASE PRINT OR TYPE) 
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I Record No.:788-01-1993 

Pennsylvania Ornithological Records Committee 

Voting Tabulation - Round # 2 of 2 

Species: Black-headed Grosbeak (Pheucticus melanocephalus) 

Date of Sighting: 6 May 1993 to 7 May 1993 
Location: LIMESTONE TWP 

County: CLARION 
Observer(s): James Randolph 

Date of Submission: 1993 
Submitted by: James Randolph 
Written Description: YES Photo: YES Specimen: NO 
Recording: NONE 

Class I Class II Class m Class IV Class V 

Member 
A B C Abstain 

F. Haas >< 
N. Pulcinella X 
E. Kwater >< 
R. Ickes X 
G. McWilliams X 
P. Schwalbe >< 
J. Skinner X 
TOTALS 7 
DECISION >< 
Comments: 

Signature (Secretary): r? c~ Date: !J--t-79-




